
Did symptoms
develop?

Previous history of
tickborne illness?

Tick Testing Algorithm

Headache

Fever

Malaise

Lethargy

Fatigue

Aches / Flu

Stiff Neck

Joint Pain

Muscle Pain

Enlarged

Lymph Nodes

Maybe Rash

Monitor for

6 weeks

and

Does your county test for free and do they test
for TBRF & co-infections?

Choose this option if they only test for Borrelia

Are you in a Lyme & coinfection endemic area? 

Send the tick for testing and
monitor for symptoms 

Any immune comprise, existing
autoimmune conditions or exposure to

water-damaged buildings?

Save tick and monitor for
symptoms

Begin prophylactic
treatment, submit tick for

testing  AND watch for
symptoms to develop for

the next 6 weeks
Did symptoms develop?

Send the tick
for testing 

Symptoms

Dispose of tickShift into
active

treatment
mode and
use tick

results as
your guide

Did the tick test positive
for any infection? 

Dispose of tick

Tick tests can be falsely negative. Treat the patient and not the lab. Use symptoms as a guide if negative. 

Note: Duration of attachment is not strongly predictive of
transmission


