—
Inspect

10 QUESTIONS

TO FIND A QUALIF I D
MOLD INSPECTOR

1-888-436-6653
www.yesweinspect.com




1. CAN YOU DESCRIBE YOUR
INSPECTION PROCESS?

This is such a simple question, but you can learn so
much from their answer. The visual assessment is

| the most important part of the visit. Without a

. thorough and comprehensive inspection, how would
. they know where to sample? Here are some things

~ to listen for. If they don’t mention these, then they
| likely aren’t the company for you.

Do they start the inspection on the exterior of
~ the home?
1 - Pathways for water intrusion can be present on the
' exterior that can impact the interior of the home.
* This is a critical part of the inspection process.
Do they use infra-cameras and moisture meters
| to aid the inspection process?
. These tools help guide an inspector to identify
potential source areas of mold growth and develop
a sampling strategy.
Do they inspect the HVAC system?
The HVAC system is a vital component to your
indoor air quality and often overlooked. If they
. don't look at it, they are doing you a disservice. Do
& f{h they inspect the attic and crawl space? These
. areas may not be part of the occupied living space,
but they contribute to the air quality within the
home.



\ 2. How long should I expect for a full
home inspection?

IF THEIR ANSWER IS ANYTHING LESS THAN
2 HOURS, THEN THEY ARE LIKELY NOT
PERFORMING A THOROUGH AND
COMPREHENSIVE INSPECTION. OUR
AVERAGE TIME FOR A FULL HOUSE
INSPECTION RANGES FROM 2.5 TO S
HOURS DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF THE
HOUSE. SOMETIMES WE'VE BEEN AT
HOMES FOR 8 HOURS!
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3. WHAT PERCENTAGE OF YOUR CLIENTS
SUFFER FROM LYME DISEASE, CIRS
(CHRONIC INFLAMMATORY RESPONSE
SYNDROME), MCS (MULTIPLE CHEMICAL
SENSITIVITY) OR ANY OTHER SERIOUS
MEDICAL CONDITION THAT CAN BE
IMPACTED BY MOLD?

If the bulk of their clientele are people
dealing with similar issues as you, then
they will understand your situation and
the need for a thorough inspection and
complex sampling methodologies.
About 75-80% of our clients suffer from
these or other similar issues.



4. What is
MSqPCR?

MOLD-SPECIFIC QUANTITATIVE
POLYMERASE CHAIN REACTION. THIS
IS A SAMPLING METHODOLOGY USED
TO IDENTIFY THE SPECIES OF MOLDS
THAT MAY BE PRESENT WITHIN YOUR

HOME. IT'S BASICALLY DNA

FORMATTING OF MOLD. IF THEY

DON'T KNOW WHAT THIS IS, THEN
THEY ARE NOT EDUCATED ENOUGH TO
PROVIDE THE DEEP DIVE INSPECTION

YOU DESERVE.



S. WHAT ARE ERMI AND
HERTSMI?

Environmental Relative Moldiness Index (ERMI)
is a panel of 36 molds developed by the
Environmental Protection Agency. It uses

MSgPCR to identify species of molds that may

be present, then compares those to an index
to provide a score that rates the relative

moldiness of your home. Some doctors prefer
to see an ERMI score. HERTSMI utilizes the
same sampling method as ERMI, but the panel
only consists of 5 molds. Some doctors utilize
this sample as a way to determine if a home is
safe for reentry after remediation has been
completed. The advantages and
disadvantages of these methods are for
another article, but if the inspector you're
interviewing doesn’t know them, then move on.



6. What are
mycotoxins?

MYCOTOXINS ARE A SECONDARY
METABOLITE OF CERTAIN SPECIES OF
MOLDS. A SECONDARY METABOLITE
MEANS THAT MYCOTOXINS ARE NOT
ALWAYS PRODUCED BY THESE MOLD
SPECIES. MOLDS TYPICALLY
PRODUCE MYCOTOXINS WHEN THEY
ARE STRESSED, IN OTHER WORDS,
WHEN THERE IS COMPETITION FROM
OTHER MOLDS FOR A FOOD SOURCE.
MYCOTOXINS ARE BASICALLY
BIOTOXINS THAT ARE MEANT TO KILL
LIVING ORGANISMS (OTHER MOLDS).
UNFORTUNATELY, WE ARE ALSO
LIVING ORGANISMS, AND THEY CAN
HAVE A BIG IMPACT ON OUR
HEALTH. IF YOUR INSPECTOR DOESN'T
KNOW WHAT THESE ARE, THEN MOVE
ON.




7. CAN YOU TEST FOR
MYCOTOXINS IN MY HOME?

Odds are if they know what mycotoxins
are, then they know how to test for
them. But ask just in case.



8 Can you test my HVAC system for
N mold and mycotoxins? How do you do
it?

LET ME GIVE YOU A HINT. THE
ANSWER SHOULD BE YES. THE HVAC
SYSTEM IS A HUGE PART OF WHAT
CONTRIBUTES TO YOUR INDOOR AIR

QUALITY. DUST SAMPLING
COLLECTED FROM THE AIR HANDLER
UNIT AND DUCTWORK IS THE
PREFERRED METHOD FOR TESTING
THESE SYSTEMS. DOING SO WILL
ALLOW THE USE OF MSQPCR TO
IDENTIFY MOLD SPECIES, AS WELL AS
THE PRESENCE OF MYCOTOXINS. IF
THEY SAY THEY TEST THE SYSTEM BY
COLLECTING AN AIR SAMPLE FROM
NEXT TO A SUPPLY VENT WHILE THE
HVAC IS RUNNING, THEN THEY AREN'T
REALLY TESTING THE SYSTEM.



9. DO YOU WRITE
REMEDIATION PROTOCOL?

This is a fancy way of asking if they write the
work plan for how to fix any problems they
identify. If they don't write protocol, then they
aren't doing their job.




10. Do you perform
remediation?

IF THEY SAY YES, IT'S TIME TO HANG
UP THE PHONE. THIS IS A HUGE
CONFLICT OF INTEREST. PERFORMING
THE TESTING AND REMEDIATION
ALLOWS THEM TO WRITE THEIR OWN
PROTOCOL AND INCREASE THEIR
SCOPE OF WORK.. MEANING
CHARGING YOU MONEY FOR WORK
THAT MAY NOT NEED TO BE DONE.
IT'S IMPORTANT YOUR INSPECTOR IS
AN IMPARTIAL 3RD PARTY.



1. Do you attend environmental medical
conferences that focus on mold & mycotoxins and
their effect on human health?
| understand that mold inspectors aren’t doctors, but
we learn a lot from attending these conferences. Our
company attends several of these spread out across
the country every year. In my opinion, you want
someone in your home who understands what you're
going through, and someone who is constantly learning
and implementing the most advanced and appropriate
sampling methodologies. That way they can help you
provide your doctor the information that they need to
best be able to treat your health condition.

2. Can you refer me remediation companies,
doctors, or attorneys?

This isn't part of the inspection process, but we feel it's
an important offering. Detecting mold is the first step.
But where do you go after? Who can help? We help
guide our clients through the entire process. We can
provide remediation companies for consideration,
doctor referrals if you are suffering from health issues,
and even attorney referrals if you are in a situation
that escalates to that point.
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OUR FOCUS IS TO HELP GUIDE
THOSE WITH COMPLEX MEDICAL
ISSUES BACK TO HEALTH
THROUGH THE ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT OF THEIR HOMES
AND BUILDINGS. WE IDENTIFY
SOURCES OF MOLD,
MYCOTOXINS, AND OTHER
INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL
PATHOGENS, THEN CREATE
ROADMAPS FOR RESTORATION,
CONTINUED MAINTENANCE, AND
PROPER RE-BUILD AND DESIGN.
CALL US TODAY TO SPEAK WITH
AN INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL
PROFESSIONAL ABOUT OUR
PROCESS IN MORE DETAIL AND
HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

1-888-436-6653
www.yesweinspect.com





